yet, for what purpose it is intended by nature that this peculiarity should constantly take place in the foetus, seeing less bile is secreted by the liver before than after birth, is a question which, as yet, has not been explained to the satisfaction of physiologists.
In the following pages I shall attempt to explain some important advantages which the constitution of the new-born infant obtains from the diminution which takes place in the size of the liver immediately after birth, and which, I presume, will appear to be of such consequence to the animal economy at that critical period, as to entitle me to deduce from them the final cause, or the purpose intended by nature to be effected, by the greater size of that organ during the foetal state. For this purpose, we shall first attend to the general situation and connections of the liver, and, from a comparative view of its anatomical structure in the foetus with that in the adult, point out those circumstances on which its great size before birth seems immediately to depend.
The liver is the largest of all the abdominal viscera, and also the largest gland in the body. It is of a very irregular figure, being convex and smooth above, concave and uneven below. It is situated in the upper part of the abdomen, having its smooth and convex surface contiguous to the arch of the diaphragm, and its concave surface in contact with the stomach and part of the intestinal canal. In the adult, its size is such as, in a healthy state, to be easily contained in the right hypochondrium and epigastric regions ; but, in the foetus, it not only fills these completely, but also the left hypochondrium and greatest part of the umbilical region. It 5th, That these circumstances are of such important advantage to the animal constitution as to ensure the constant formation of the greater size of the liver before birth than after that period, and are consequently to be considered as the purposes intended by nature to be effected by that peculiarity in the foetus.
